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TO GRADUATION
AND
B E Y O N D...

Topics for Today’s Presentation
1.

Texas House Bill 5 and High School Requirements to Graduate
a.
b.

2.

Path to College Readiness
a.
b.
c.

3.

Graduation Toolkit
SMA Endorsements

Types of Colleges/Universities
The Six-Part College Application Process
Obstacles Along the Path

Class Ranking System
a.
b.

Seniors
Freshmen/Sophomores/Juniors

House Bill 5 and High School Requirements to Graduate
★
★

Foundation Graduation Plan--22 credits needed to graduate--used for special
circumstances
Endorsements--26 credits needed to graduate (SMA has 7 period day=28+ credit possibility)
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

4 years of English
4 years of math (one must be Algebra I and one must be geometry)
4 years of science (one must be biology and another either chemistry or physics)
3 years of social studies
1 year of government/economics
1 year of fine arts
1 year of physical education
2 years of the same language other than English (LOTE)
1 year of computer class (BIMS--Business Information Management Systems or test out)
1 year of religion
4 years of electives (5 years of electives upon successful test out of computer requirement)

House Bill 5 and High School Requirements to Graduate Continued...
★

SMA offers five Endorsements recognized by the state of Texas:
○
○
○

○
○

★
★

STEM--Science, Technology, Engineering, Math
Public Service--obtained through 4 years of ROTC
Arts and Humanities--obtained through 4 years of art, music, and/or theater; and/or 4
years of the same LOTE (Language Other Than English) or 2 years of one LOTE and 2
years of another LOTE
Multidisciplinary Studies--all SMA students graduate with this Endorsement
Business--this will be implemented very soon

Students may graduate with more than one endorsement
For more information on Endorsements, see the Graduation Toolkit
handout or Google TEA Graduation Toolkit 2020 for a downloadable
copy.

Types of Colleges/Universities
➔ Four-year colleges/universities (public and private)
➔ Two-year colleges, community colleges, junior colleges
(public and private)
➔ Technical schools (culinary, mechanical, welding, etc.)
➔ Specialty schools (art, music, theater, fashion design, etc.)
➔ Schools/Training through Military

Oh, the emotions...

The Six-Part College Application Process
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

The Application Form--Almost always online; may include an essay
(Apply Texas, Coalition, Common Application, College/University Website)
High School Transcript--Do not send separately; send with application
or when college/university requests; online through Parchment or
mailed in a sealed envelope by SMA
College Entrance Exam Score--ACT or SAT--send online through testing
website (collegeboard.org for SAT and act.org for ACT)
Additional Requirements by the college/university--short answer
questions, essay, recommendation letters, etc.
FAFSA--Free Application for Federal Student Aid or TAFSA--Texas
Application for State Financial Aid (for international students mostly)
Campus Visit--juniors get 4 college visit days; seniors get 2 days

Part One: The College Application
★
★

★
★

The college/university application is only the first step of the process, but it is the FIRST
step.
Most universities prefer the online version of the application. This can be done through the
university’s website or through one of the other college application websites. ALWAYS check
on the university website to see what form of application they will accept.
○ Apply Texas--almost all Texas colleges are on this application--both two-year and
four-year
○ Common App and Coalition--application websites that have both private and public
schools across the nation
Read the application’s directions CAREFULLY and FULLY and follow them EXACTLY and
COMPLETELY and ON TIME.
Each college/university applied to will require an application fee; very few universities will
have no fee.

Part Two: The High School Transcript
★

On the transcript, you will find the following:
○
○
○

○
○
○
○
○

Student’s name and personal information
Name of high school course by semester, grade earned, and credit earned
(multiple schools will be listed on students who transferred to SMA)
Grade Point Average (GPA)--numeric average, cumulative GPA, and weighted
(honors, dual credit, and AP classes--points added to GPA calculation but will not
show on transcript)
Class rank (2020 will be last year for class rank)
Class of 2021 and beyond--we will be a non-ranking school except for the top
10% of the class
SAT/ACT scores
Type of graduation plan--Foundation and/or Endorsement/s
Any honors will be on final transcript--Performance Acknowledgments,
Distinguished (see Graduation Toolkit)

The High School Transcript Continued...
★

★

★

At SMA, we use the Parchment Exchange--a transcript storing website
that colleges/universities accept--find Parchment eTranscript Exchange
on the SMA website at the bottom of the home page, create an account,
and follow the directions to order and/or send a transcript.
Order the transcript from Parchment AFTER you submit the application
form. You will be directed by the application website or the college when
to send the transcript. (The counselor also uploads a transcript on her
end of the application.)
Currently, there is no fee to order a transcript unless the transcript must
be mailed.

Part Three: The Entrance Exam
★

★

★

No matter if you plan to go to a four-year, two-year, community college,
junior college, technical school, or the military, you will be required to
take some kind of entrance exam.
Colleges/universities accept the American College Testing (ACT) and/or
the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT). Check the university website as to
which test it accepts and the score accepted. Those students without an
ACT or SAT may be required to take the TSIA2 at that college to
determine college readiness. Depending on the TSIA2 score, the student
may be required to take basic math and/or English courses to help
prepare them for college classes.
The military branches give the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery (ASVAB) to all persons entering the military.

College Entrance Exams
★

ACT or SAT?
○
○
○

★

https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-act will give you a great side-by-side
comparison of the two tests
Most colleges/universities will accept both
Try taking both to see which score is higher.

Superscore--Superscoring is the process by which colleges consider your highest section
scores across all the dates you took the SAT and/or ACT. Rather than confining your scores to one
particular date, these schools will take your highest section scores, forming the highest possible
composite score.

★

Not all colleges/universities superscore, so check the college’s/university’s
website.

Part Four: Additional Requirements
★

★
★

Every college/university is different in its requirements for entrance. Be
sure to check the admission requirements for each college/university to
which you are applying. Some require an essay or two; some require no
essay. Some require letters of recommendation; some require no letters
of recommendation. Some require specific financial statements from the
parents; some don’t.
The best practice is to look at the admission requirements and go from
there. And, be sure to follow ALL directions and meet ALL deadlines.
You may also call the admissions office to speak to an admissions
counselor. Be sure to write down the date, time, and the person’s name
to which you spoke for future reference.

Part Five: The FAFSA
★

★
★

★

★
★

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)--must be filled out every year by
the student and parent; aid is based on parent/student income; available on October
1st each year. Fill out the form based on the previous year’s income tax return. This
form will be mandatory in the 2021-2022 school year; most colleges already require it.
Aid is given in the form of loans, grants, work study, and scholarships.
This application takes time on both the student’s and parent’s part, so allot time (1-3 hours)
to ﬁll out. It does not have to be completed in one sitting; you can save and come back to it
at later time.
Even if you don’t think your family will qualify for aid, all colleges/universities in Texas
require this application so that students can qualify for that college’s/university’s
scholarships and aid.
You can ﬁnd more information about the FAFSA on the SMA website in the Academics tab
under Counseling and Guidance.
Fill out the form at fafsa.ed.gov

Part Six: Campus Visit
★
★

★
★

A student really can’t know if a college/university is for him/her until a
campus visit is made.
According to the SMA Student Handbook, juniors can take four days for
college visits and seniors can take two days. Proof of college visitation
must be given to the office upon return to SMA.
Check the college/university website for special visitation days or to
schedule a private tour.
Campus visits are also scheduled throughout the school year--sign up
for the visits are on a first come-first served basis in the guidance
counselor’s office.

Common Obstacles/Mistakes in the Process
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

“What do you mean I have to meet the deadline?”
“I’ll let my mom/dad fill this out for me.”
“A major? What’s that?”
“You mean my freshman year grades counted in my GPA?”
“I’m going to apply to 20 colleges. What? I don’t have $1300!”
“I’ll do it tomorrow.”
“Can you write this letter of recommendation for me? Oh, by the way, it’s
due tomorrow.”
Little or no community service
Failure to read and/or follow the instructions
Not capitalizing or punctuating correctly!!!!

Handbook 204.01--GPA Policy
.01 Class Rank
a. Class ranking will be based on GPA. The GPA is calculated on a 4.0 scale, with dual-enrollment
(college credit) and AP coursework weighted at a 5.0 scale. For class ranking purposes, the scale is
one-tenth of a point per grade average (100 = 4.0-/5.0; 99 = 3.9/4.9, etc.) Honors (Pre-AP) courses will
receive .5 weighting starting at a 4.5 scale (100 = 4.5, 99 = 4.4, 98 = 4.3, etc).
The rank order is from highest to lowest and will be calculated at the end of the fall and spring
Semesters.
b. The valedictorian and salutatorian shall be the highest and second highest ranked graduates,
respectively. Both the valedictorian and salutatorian must have been students at SMA for all of
grades 11 and 12.
c. San Marcos Academy will only report class rank for the top 10% of graduates for purposes of
enrollment in a state university. Students must be enrolled in San Marcos Academy for two full
semesters before appearing in class rank.
d. Grade Point Averages will be available on June 1 following the end of the school
year for underclassmen.

Why a Non-ranking System?
In talking with college admissions counselors, it was found that for a school our size, a
non-ranking system is more advantageous to our students.
For example, for a class with 40 seniors, the top ten percent would be 4 students, and the top 10
students would be in the top quarter of the class. Student number 11 with a GPA of 4.2 would be in
the second quarter of the class which would mean that he/she would have to score higher on the
college entrance exam than students in the top quarter. This ranking is a disadvantage to many of
our students because, for example, in a graduating class of 400, the top ten percent is 40
students--our entire senior class--so a student with a lower GPA, exam score, etc. would beat out
some of our students on getting accepted to college that have a higher GPA, test score, etc.
By being a non-ranking school, the college admissions counselors look at our school profile
(which indicates that we are strong academically), the student’s SAT and/or ACT score, the
student’s GPA, the student’s community service, etc.; therefore, more of our students have a
better chance of acceptance to colleges.

...AND A NOTE FROM ROTC...
Dear Bears,
I'm writing this to remind our students and their parents that according to Federal Law, "Almost all male U.S. citizens and male immigrants, who
are 18 through 25, are required to register with Selective Service.” I discovered not all know this or are in compliance as I was teaching this topic
in my JROTC class.
To determine whether or not you should register, please visit https://www.sss.gov/Registration-Info/Who-Registration. If you must register,
please do so.
To understand the benefits and penalties of not doing so, please visit: https://www.sss.gov/Registration/Why-Register/Benefits-and-Penalties.
It’s important to know that even though a man is registered, he will not automatically be inducted into the military. Registering with Selective
Service does not mean you are joining the military.
In a crisis requiring a draft, men would be called in a sequence determined by random lottery number and year of birth. Then, they would be
examined for mental, physical, and moral fitness by the military before being deferred or exempted from military service or inducted into the
Armed Forces.

Questions?

