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Running  by: Natalia Sylvester 

When fifteen-year-old Cuban American Mariana Ruiz’s 

father runs for president, Mari starts to see him with new 

eyes. In this authentic, humorous, and gorgeously written 

debut novel about privacy, waking up, and speaking up, 

Senator Anthony Ruiz is running for president. 

Throughout his successful political career he has always 

had his daughter’s vote, but a presidential campaign 

brings a whole new level of scrutiny to sheltered fifteen-

year-old Mariana and the rest of her Cuban American 

family, from a 60 Minutes style tour of their house to 

tabloids doctoring photos and inventing scandals. As 

tensions rise within the Ruiz family, Mari begins to learn 

about the details of her father’s political positions, and 

she realizes that her father is not the man she thought he 

was. But how do you find your voice when everyone’s 

watching? When it means disagreeing with your father 

publicly? What do you do when your dad stops being 

your hero? Will Mari get a chance to confront her father? If she does, will she have the courage 

to seize it? 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 



 

Games of Deception by: Andrew Maraniss 

 From the New York Times bestselling author of Strong 

Inside comes the remarkable true story of the birth of 

Olympic basketball at the 1936 Summer Games in 

Hitler's Germany. This is the incredible true story of 

basketball, from its invention by James Naismith in 

Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1891, to the sport's 

Olympic debut in Berlin and the eclectic mix of people, 

events and propaganda on both sides of the Atlantic that 

made it all possible. 

Genre: Literary Non-fiction 

 

 

 

 

Educated by: Tara Westover 

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara 

Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a 

classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream 

society that there was no one to ensure the children 

received an education, and no one to intervene when one 

of Tara's older brothers became violent. When another 

brother got himself into college, Tara decided to try a 

new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed 

her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to 

Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would 

she wonder if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a 

way home. 

Genre: Biography 

 

 



 

The Priest by: Francine Rivers 

The Priest presents a fictionalized account of the life of 

Aaron, a biblical priest who devoted himself to serving 

God without thought of personal reward.  

Genre: Biblical Fiction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenger Deep by: Neal Shusterman 

Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest 

point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the 

Mariana Trench. Caden Bosch is a brilliant high school 

student whose friends are starting to notice his odd 

behavior. Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist in 

residence to document the journey with images. Caden 

Bosch pretends to join the school track team but spends 

his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in 

his head. Caden Bosch is split between his allegiance to 

the captain and the allure of mutiny. Caden Bosch is torn. 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 

 

 

 



 

 

On A Clear Day by: Walter Dean Myers 

It is 2035. Teens, armed only with their ideals, must wage 

war on the power elite. Dahlia is a Low Gater: a sheep in 

a storm, struggling to survive completely on her own. The 

Gaters live in closed safe communities, protected from 

the Sturmers, mercenary thugs. And the C-8, a 

consortium of giant companies, control global access to 

finance, media, food, water, and energy resources--and 

they are only getting bigger and even more cutthroat. 

Dahlia, a computer whiz, joins forces with an ex-rocker, 

an ex-con, a chess prodigy, an ex-athlete, and a soldier 

wannabe. Their goal: to sabotage the C-8. But how will 

Sayeed, warlord and terrorist, fit into the equation? 

Genre: Dystopian 

 

 

 

Patina by: Jason Reynolds 

Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different 

backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when 

they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite 

middle school track team--a team that could qualify them 

for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts 

together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a 

lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 

Patina, or Patty, runs like a flash. She runs for many 

reasons--to escape the taunts from the kids at the fancy-

schmancy new school she's been sent to since she and her 

little sister had to stop living with their mom. She runs 

from the reason WHY she's not able to live with her 

"real" mom any more: her mom has The Sugar, and Patty 

is terrified that the disease that took her mom's legs will 

one day take her away forever. So Patty's also running 

for her mom, who can't. But can you ever really run away 

from any of this? As the stress builds up, it's building up 



a pretty bad attitude as well. Coach won't tolerate bad attitude. No day, no way. And now he 

wants Patty to run relay...where you have to depend on other people? How's she going to do 

that? 

Genre: Realistic Fiction 

 

Elatsoe by: Darcie Little Badger 

Imagine an America very similar to our own. It's got 

homework, best friends, and pistachio ice cream. There 

are some differences. This America has been shaped 

dramatically by the magic, monsters, knowledge, and 

legends of its peoples, those Indigenous and those not. 

Some of these forces are charmingly everyday, like the 

ability to make an orb of light appear or travel across the 

world through rings of fungi. But other forces are less 

charming and should never see the light of day. Elatsoe 

lives in this slightly stranger America. She can raise the 

ghosts of dead animals, a skill passed down through 

generations of her Lipan Apache family. Her beloved 

cousin has just been murdered, in a town that wants no 

prying eyes. But she is going to do more than pry. The 

picture-perfect facade of Willowbee masks gruesome 

secrets, and she will rely on her wits, skills, and friends 

to tear off the mask and protect her family. 

Genre: Mystery 

 

 

 

 



 

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by: Sean 

Covey 

Adapted from the New York Times bestseller The 7 

Habits of Highly Effective People, The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens is the ultimate teenage success 

guide--now updated for the digital age. Imagine you had a 

roadmap--a step-by-step guide to help you get from 

where you are now, to where you want to be in the future. 

Your goals, your dreams, your plans...they're all within 

reach. You just need the tools to help you get there. That's 

what Sean Covey's landmark book, The 7 Habits of 

Highly Effective Teens, has been to millions of teens: a 

handbook to self-esteem and success. Now updated for 

the digital age, this classic book applies the timeless 

principles of 7 Habits to the tough issues and life-

changing decisions teens face. Covey provides a simple 

approach to help teens improve self-image, build 

friendships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, and 

appreciate their parents, as well as tackle the new challenges of our time, like cyberbullying and 

social media. In addition, this book is stuffed with cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and 

incredible stories about real teens from all over the world. Endorsed by high-achievers such as 

former 49ers quarterback Steve Young and 28-time Olympic medalist Michael Phelps, The 7 

Habits of Highly Effective Teens has become the last word on surviving and thriving as a teen. 

Genre: Informational 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ignite the Sun by: Hanna C. Howard 

Once upon a time, there was something called the sun. In 

a kingdom ruled by a witch, the sun is just part of a 

legend about Light-filled days of old. But now Siria 

Nightingale is headed to the heart of the darkness to try 

and restore the Light, or lose everything trying. Sixteen-

year-old Siria Nightingale has never seen the sun. That’s 

because Queen Iyzabel shrouded the kingdom in shadow 

upon her ascent to the throne, with claims it would 

protect her subjects from the dangerous Light. The 

Darkness has always left Siria uneasy, and part of her 

still longs for the stories of the Light-filled days she once 

listened to alongside her best friend Linden, told in secret 

by Linden’s grandfather. But Siria’s need to please her 

strict and demanding parents means embracing the dark 

and heading to the royal city, the very center of Queen 

Izybel’s power, for a chance at a coveted placement at 

court. And what Siria discovers at the Choosing Ball 

sends her on a quest toward the last vestiges of Light, alongside a ragtag group of rebels who 

could help her restore the sun, or doom the kingdom to shadow forever. 

Genre: Fantasy 

 

 



 

Keeping Faith by: Jodi Picoult 

The White family has just been broken apart by divorce, 

and their seven-year-old daughter, Faith, starts to have 

talks with God and perform miracles. Picoult offers a 

provocative novel about belief and betrayal, miracles and 

mystery, and the fierce love of a mother for her child. 

Genre: Religious Fiction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unveiled by: Francine Rivers 

The story of Tamar, book one in the popular Lineage of 

Grace series by the New York Times bestselling author, 

Francine Rivers. Betrayed by men who controlled her 

future, she fought for the right to believe in a loving God. 

Meet Tamar, one of the five women in the lineage of 

Christ. She risked her life and her reputation to be the 

woman she was called to be. Her story serves as an 

example of how God uses our circumstances and our 

steps toward Him, however faltering, to fulfill His plan. 

Genre: Biblical Fiction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Book Thief by: Markus Zusak 

When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. 

Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death 

has never been busier, and will become busier still. 

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, 

who scratches out a meager existence for herself by 

stealing when she encounters something she can't resist-

books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster 

father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with 

her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the 

Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by: James 

Patterson 

In James Patterson's blockbuster series, fourteen-year-old 

Maximum Ride, better known as Max, knows what it's 

like to soar above the world. She and all the members of 

the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and Angel--are 

just like ordinary kids--only they have wings and can fly. 

It may seem like a dream come true to some, but their 

lives can morph into a living nightmare at any time...like 

when Angel, the youngest member of the flock, is 

kidnapped and taken back to the "School" where she and 

the others were experimented on by a crew of wack jobs. 

Her friends brave a journey to blazing hot Death Valley, 

CA, to save Angel, but soon enough, they find 

themselves in yet another nightmare--this one involving 

fighting off the half-human, half-wolf "Erasers" in New 

York City. Whether in the treetops of Central Park or in 

the bowels of the Manhattan subway system, Max and 

her adopted family take the ride of their lives. Along the way Max discovers from her old friend 



and father-figure Jeb--now her betrayed and greatest enemy--that her purpose is saving the 

world--but can she? 

Genre: Science Fiction 

 

 

 

I Am Malala by: Malala Yousafzai 

Malala is an international symbol of peaceful protest and 

the youngest ever Nobel Peace Prize winner. In this 

Young Readers Edition of her bestselling memoir, which 

has been reimagined specifically for a younger audience 

and includes exclusive photos and material, we hear 

firsthand the remarkable story of a girl who knew from a 

young age that she wanted to change the world-and did. 

Genre: Biography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Betrothed by: Kiera Cass 

Kiera Cass is back with a glittering royal romance sure to 

captivate her legion of loyal readers and lovers of courtly 

intrigue alike. A would-be queen. A handsome young 

king. A perfect match...or is it? When King Jameson 

declares his love for Lady Hollis Brite, Hollis is shocked-

-and thrilled. After all, she's grown up at Keresken 

Castle, vying for the king's attention alongside other 

daughters of the nobility. Capturing his heart is a dream 

come true. But Hollis soon realizes that falling in love 

with a king and being crowned queen may not be the 

happily ever after she thought it would be. And when she 

meets a commoner with the mysterious power to see 

right into her heart, she finds that the future she really 

wants is one that she never thought to imagine. 

Genre: Romantic Fiction 

 


