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Don’t Turn Out the Lights by: Jonathan Maberry
Featuring stories from R.L. Stine and Madeleine Roux,
this middle grade horror anthology is a chilling tribute to
Alvin Schwartz's Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark.
Flesh-hungry ogres? Brains full of spiders? Haunted
houses you can't escape? This collection of 35 terrifying
stories from the Horror Writers Association has it all,
including ghastly illustrations from Iris Compiet that will
absolutely chill readers to the bone. So turn off your
lamps, click on your flashlights, and prepare--if you
dare--to be utterly spooked!

Genre: Horror

Fantasy League by: Mike Lupica
12-year-old Charlie is a fantasy football guru. He may be
just a bench warmer for his school's football team, but
when it comes to knowing and loving the game, he's
first-string. He even becomes a celebrity when his
podcast gets noticed by a sports radio host, who plays
Charlie's fantasy picks for all of Los Angeles to hear.
Soon Charlie befriends the elderly owner of the L.A.
Bulldogs -- a fictional NFL team -- and convinces him to
take a chance on an aging quarterback. After that, watch
out . . . it's press conferences and national fame as Charlie
becomes a media curiosity and source of conflict for the
Bulldogs general manager, whose job Charlie seems to
have taken. It's all a bit much for a kid just trying to stay
on top of his grades and maintain his friendship with his
verbal sparring partner, Anna. Like the best Disney film
in book form, like Moneyball for kids, Fantasy League is
every football kid's dream scenario.
Genre: Sports Fiction



War Stories by: Gordon Korman
There are two things Trevor loves more than anything
else: playing war-based video games and his
great-grandfather Jacob, who is a true-blue, bona fide
war hero. At the height of the war, Jacob helped liberate
a small French village, and was given a hero's welcome
upon his return to America. Now it's decades later, and
Jacob wants to retrace the steps he took during the war --
from training to invasion to the village he is said to have
saved. Trevor thinks this is the coolest idea ever. But as
they get to the village, Trevor discovers there's more to
the story than what he's heard his whole life, causing him
to wonder about his great-grandfather's heroism, the truth
about the battle he fought, and the importance of genuine
valor.
Genre: Historical Fiction

Turtle Boy by: M. Evan Wolkenstein
Seventh grade is not going well for Will Levine. Kids at
school bully him because of his funny-looking chin. His
science teacher, Ms. Kuper, finds out about the turtles he
spent his summer collecting from the marsh behind
school and orders him to release them back into the wild.
And for his bar mitzvah community service project, he
has to go to the hospital to visit RJ, an older boy
struggling with an incurable disease. Unfortunately, Will
hates hospitals. At first, the boys don't get along, but then
RJ shares his bucket list with Will. Among the things he
wants to do: ride a roller coaster, go to a concert and a
school dance, and swim in the ocean. To Will, happiness
is hanging out in his room, alone, preferably with his
turtles. But as RJ's disease worsens, Will realizes he
needs to tackle the bucket list on his new friend's behalf
before it's too late. It seems like an impossible mission,
way outside Will's comfort zone. But as he completes

each task with RJ's guidance, Will learns that life is too short to live in a shell.
Genre: Realistic Fiction



The Elephant’s Girl by: Celesta Rimington
An elephant never forgets, but Lexington Willow can't
remember what happened before a tornado swept her
away when she was a toddler. All she knows is that it
landed her near an enclosure in a Nebraska zoo; and there
an elephant named Nyah protected her from the storm.
With no trace of her birth family, Lex grew up at the zoo
with Nyah and her elephant family; her foster father,
Roger; her best friend, Fisher; and the wind whispering
in her ear. Now that she's twelve, Lex is finally old
enough to help with the elephants. But during their first
training session, Nyah sends her a telepathic image of the
woods outside the zoo. Despite the wind's protests, Lex
decides to investigate Nyah's message and gets wrapped
up in an adventure involving ghosts, lost treasure, and a
puzzle that might be the key to finding her family. As she
hunts for answers, Lex must summon the courage to
leave the secure borders of her zoo to discover who she

really is--and why the tornado brought her here all those years ago.
Genre: Fantasy

Between the Lines by: Jodi Picoult & Samantha Van
Leer
What happens when happily ever after...isn't? Delilah is a
bit of a loner who prefers spending her time in the school
library with her head in a book--one book in particular.
Between the Lines may be a fairy tale, but it feels real.
Prince Oliver is brave, adventurous, and loving. He really
speaks to Delilah. And then one day Oliver actually
speaks to her. Turns out, Oliver is more than a
one-dimensional storybook prince. He's a restless teen
who feels trapped by his literary existence and hates that
his entire life is predetermined. He's sure there's more for
him out there in the real world, and Delilah might just be
his key to freedom. A romantic and charming story, this
companion novel to Off the Page will make every reader
believe in the fantastical power of fairy tales.
Genre: Fantasy



Fins by: Randy Wayne White
The world’s shark population is in trouble for a sad,
simple reason: shark fin soup. And although it’s illegal,
poachers have been targeting Florida’s biannual
migration of blacktip sharks. Marine biologist Doc Ford
needs some assistance protecting the sharks and enlists
the help of three kids—Luke, Maribel and Sabina. Luke
is brand-new to Florida from the Midwest; sisters
Maribel and Sabina have only recently arrived from
Cuba—and all three feel like fish out of water. It’s going
to take some convincing for them to work as a team and
to recognize in themselves the courage, wisdom and
tenacity that Doc sees in them. Together they form
Sharks, Inc. and are given an important assignment: to
set out each day on their small fishing boat in hopes of
tagging sharks for Doc’s research—and to stay
away—far away—from any possible poachers in the
area. The trio certainly isn’t looking for trouble, but when

they come face to face with danger, survival requires them to rely on each of their own unique
gifts, and especially on one another.
Genre: Realistic Fiction

The Invisible Boy by: Alyssa Hollingsworth
If no one sees him, does he exist? This
superhero-inspired adventure story explores friendship
and what it means to be truly brave. Nadia looks for
adventure in the pages of her Superman comic books,
until a mysterious boy saves her dog from drowning
during a storm and then disappears. Now she finds
herself in the role of Lois Lane, hunting down the scoop
of the Invisible Boy. Suddenly she’s in a real-life
adventure that’s far more dangerous than anything in her
comic books.
Genre: Adventure



Peacemaker by: Joseph Bruchac
Twelve-year-old Okwaho's life has suddenly changed.
While out hunting with his best friend, his friend is
kidnapped by marauders from a neighboring tribe.
Okwaho barely escapes back to his village where
everyone lives in fear of raids and killings. The five
tribes of the Iroquois have been at war with each other
for far too long, and no one can even remember what it
was like to live in peace. Okwaho seeks only revenge,
which will just perpetuate the violence. But before he can
retaliate, a visitor with a message of peace, as told in the
lore of the Iroquois nation, comes to him in the woods.
The Peacemaker--a vision in white buckskin with a calm
demeanor and soothing words--tells the boy that he can
convince even the most warlike leaders of the wisdom of
peace. Okwaho joins the legions of others who believe,
and is present when the great treaty creating the Iroquois
Confederacy is enacted.
Genre: Historical Fiction



Stories of the Saints by: Carey Wallace
Saints are ordinary men and women who touch the world
in extraordinary and inspiring ways. Sometimes they
prevail, sometimes they come to a tragic end--but always
they change the world they live in for the better. In this
freshly told and boldly illustrated book, readers will find
the stories of the best-known and best-loved saints, from
Augustine to Mother Teresa (officially canonized as St.
Teresa of Calcutta). Meet Joan of Arc, whose faith
inspired her to lead an army when the king's courage
failed. Francis of Assisi, whose gentleness tamed a
man-eating wolf. Christopher, whose medal is often worn
by travelers. Valentine, a bishop in the time of ancient
Rome who spoke so often of Christ's love that his saint's
day, February 14, has been associated with courtly love
since the Middle Ages. St. Thomas Aquinas, the great
teacher. Peter Claver, who cared for hundreds of
thousands of people on slave ships after their voyage as

captives. Bernadette, whose vision of Mary instructed her to dig the spring that became the
healing waters of Lourdes. Each tale is more vivid than the last; also included in each entry are
the saint's dates, location, emblems, and patronage. Taken together, they create a rich and
entertaining history of faith and courage.
Genre: Informational

Rebound by: Kwame Alexander
Before Josh and Jordan Bell were streaking up and down
the court, their father was learning his own moves. In this
prequel to Newbery Medal winner The Crossover, Chuck
Bell takes center stage, as readers get a glimpse of his
childhood and how he became the jazz music worshiping,
basketball star his sons look up to. A novel in verse with
all the impact and rhythm readers have come to expect
from Kwame Alexander, Rebound will go back in time to
visit the childhood of Chuck "Da Man" Bell during one
pivotal summer when young Charlie is sent to stay with
his grandparents where he discovers basketball and learns
more about his family's past.
Genre: Sports Fiction



Warriors: Into the Wild by: Erin Hunter
Rusty, a bored house kitten, is apprenticed by the
ThunderClan and must struggle to fit in when the group
of feral cats is threatened by the ShadowClan, the enemy.
Genre: Fantasy

The Eye of Minds by: James Dashner
The VirtNet offers total mind and body immersion, and
the more hacking skills you have, the more fun it is. Why
bother following the rules when it's so easy to break
them? But some rules were made for a reason. Some
technology is too dangerous to fool with. And one gamer
has been doing exactly that, with murderous results.
The government knows that to catch a hacker, you need a
hacker. And they've been watching Michael. If he accepts
their challenge, Michael will need to go off the VirtNet
grid, to the back alleys and corners of the system human
eyes have never seen--and it's possible that the line
between game and reality will be blurred forever.
Genre: Science Fiction



The Faithful Spy by: John Hendrix
The first fully illustrated book that tells the true story of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the pastor who conspired to kill
Hitler.
Genre: Biography

A Song Only I Can Hear by: Barry Jonsberg
Rob Fitzgerald is determined to impress Destry
Camberwick, the perfect new girl who he is devastatingly
in love with. But that’s a difficult task for a painfully shy
wallflower who’s prone to panic attacks and would rather
hang out with his grandad all day. That is, until he starts
getting mysterious text messages from an unknown
number with challenges designed to encourage him to get
out of his comfort zone. Is Rob Fitzgerald on the road to
getting the girl? Or will fear keep him out of the spotlight
forever?
Genre: Realistic Fiction



The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by: Sean
Covey
Adapted from the New York Times bestseller The 7
Habits of Highly Effective People, The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective Teens is the ultimate teenage success
guide--now updated for the digital age. Imagine you had
a roadmap--a step-by-step guide to help you get from
where you are now, to where you want to be in the future.
Your goals, your dreams, your plans...they're all within
reach. You just need the tools to help you get there. That's
what Sean Covey's landmark book, The 7 Habits of
Highly Effective Teens, has been to millions of teens: a
handbook to self-esteem and success. Now updated for
the digital age, this classic book applies the timeless
principles of 7 Habits to the tough issues and
life-changing decisions teens face. Covey provides a
simple approach to help teens improve self-image, build
friendships, resist peer pressure, achieve their goals, and

appreciate their parents, as well as tackle the new challenges of our time, like cyberbullying and
social media. In addition, this book is stuffed with cartoons, clever ideas, great quotes, and
incredible stories about real teens from all over the world. Endorsed by high-achievers such as
former 49ers quarterback Steve Young and 28-time Olympic medalist Michael Phelps, The 7
Habits of Highly Effective Teens has become the last word on surviving and thriving as a teen.
Genre: Informational


