
Summer-Before-Senior-Year To Do’s

● If you have not set up a Parchment, College Board, and/or ACT account, do
that immediately. DO NOT USE YOUR SMA EMAIL ADDRESS; USE/CREATE
A PERSONAL EMAIL ADDRESS.

● Research some colleges that interest you. Narrow your list down to about
seven.

● Visit some colleges--call to set up a tour or take a virtual tour; find out if
there are any summer programs/days for prospective students.

● Update your resume--you will need an updated resume for
college/university applications and scholarship forms. Save essays,
resume, documents, etc. to a flash drive.

● Take your ACT/SAT early in the fall if you have not already taken it. Sign up
to take SAT/ACT prep classes or take practice tests offered on their
websites or on a number of other sites.

● Write a meaningful essay that is all about you--not so much what all you
did in high school, but about you as a person. Here are a few websites that
give essay-writing tips:

○ https://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/college-essay
○ https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays/8-tips-for-crafting-yo

ur-best-college-essay
○ https://www.petersons.com/blog/7-effective-application-essay-tips-to

-take-your-essay-from-meh-to-amazing/
○ https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/slideshows/10-tips

-to-inspire-college-essays
● Do not procrastinate! Apply to your college/university EARLY and pay the

fees required. Several college applications open up in July. Most
colleges/universities prefer that you apply online either through their
website, Apply Texas, Coalition, or the Common Application. Your
college’s/university’s website will let you know which it prefers.

● College applications take time (generally 2-3 hours but you can save the
data and come back to it at a later time rather than complete it all in one
sitting); do not try to rush through the application process. Be sure that
you remember your grammar rules--capital letters, end marks, etc. If you do
not capitalize your name, that is the college’s first impression of your
writing skills!
Remember, you are trying to “sell” yourself to the college, so do not leave
anything out that you have done throughout your high school career.
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● Be very careful about what you post on your social media pages.
Colleges/universities look at these to see what kind of pictures you post,
what comments you make, what things you share, etc. You want to present
your best self.

● If you and your family are seeking financial aid for college, you and your
parents will have to fill out a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student
Aid). This form will have to be filled out every year that you are in college
and wish to receive financial aid. To get more information about FAFSA,
visit their website https://fafsa.ed.gov/ or contact your college’s/university’s
financial aid office. This application also takes time to fill out, so do not
rush through it. You will need your parents’/guardians’ previous year’s
income tax return to fill out this form; you and/or your parents/guardians
can fill out that portion of the application. This application opens October
1st of every year.

● There are many websites that can help with questions you may have about
college, but I have found these to be very helpful websites:

○ collegesimply.com/colleges/texas  This websites lists all colleges
and universities in Texas for 2018.

○ free-4u.com  This website gives information on national colleges,
universities, and scholarships.

○ princetonreview.com  This website is good for tips in writing college
application essays, help with SAT, and gives college admission tips.

○ Big Future College Board
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search

○ Niche Advanced College Search https://.niche.com
○ US News Education https://www.usnews.com/education
○ Trade Schools

http://www.trade-schools.net/locations/texas-schools-directory.asp

For answers to questions, I will be here at SMA most of the summer. I will check
my email regularly and answer your questions the best I can.
It’s getting REAL!

Mrs. Nash
nasht@smabears.org
512-753-8016
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