
Summer Reading Madness 

 

Dear SMA Families,  

 

 Our summer reading program at SMA is designed to help students connect with 

reading in an interactive way and to avoid the “summer slipping slope” in their literacy skills. 

The Summer Reading Madness program mimics the March Madness basketball game bracket. 

Here is how it works: 

 

1. Students will choose at least one book to read from the sixteen selections in their 

reading bracket. (Students who choose to read more than one book will get to participate in 

the voting for the Champion book, starting in August and continuing throughout the school 

year, and will be entered to win prizes and books). 

2. After students have read their book, they will complete the project assigned by their 

teacher. Student assignments are as follows: 

Incoming K-5th grade students will create either: 

- A 3D project of their favorite part of the book 

- A written alternate ending, sequel or prequel to the book (No longer 

than 2 pages; may be typed or hand-written) 

- An alternate cover for the book 

Incoming 6th-12th grade students will login to their Google Classroom and post 

a book evaluation (more information and instructions available on Google 

Classroom and on the attached page). Look for the email invitation for the 

Google Classroom code or find the code on the SMA Library homepage. 

https://www.smabears.org/library/ 

3. Students are required to complete reading one book and their assignment by the first 

day of school, August 16, 2021. 

 

The brackets for Summer Reading Madness can be found on the SMA Library 

homepage and are also attached to this page. The books from the bracket are available for 

free on SORA and OverDrive online eBook sites. Instructions of how to download these apps 

are found on the back of this page. Books may also be purchased from the store of your 

choosing if your student would prefer to have a physical copy. If you have any questions 

about Summer Reading Madness, please contact the SMA librarian, Amanda Robbins. 

 

Happy Reading!  

Amanda Robbins 

SMA Librarian 

robbinsa@smabears.org  

https://www.smabears.org/library/
mailto:robbinsa@smabears.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMA Library is happy to announce that there is a new digital reading app available 

now for you and your students. Sora is a wonderful platform that uses OverDrive and is free 

to all SMA students. It can be downloaded and used on phones, tablets, chromebooks, 

desktops, and laptops. It’s also available through Apple or Android devices. After the app is 

downloaded (Sora, by OverDrive) or the website is launched (soraapp.com), search for and 

select San Marcos Academy as the school. If you have a public library card or account, you 

can add that to your Sora account as well.  

 

A student can log in using his/her last name, first initial as their username (ex: 

Amanda Robbins would be robbinsa). Below is an infographic of several new features that are 

designed to make reading fun and accessible to all students. I will continue to work with 

teachers and your students to build a collection that both fits the curriculum and focuses on 

student interests. Filters have been added to ensure content is appropriate for your child’s 

age (these are not applied to any public library ebooks if you choose to add that to your 

child’s account). Picture books, read-alongs, chapter books, informational books, audiobooks, 

and graphic novels have all been selected to engage your student and encourage reading at 

the level where he/she is most comfortable. For more information on Sora, please visit 

meet.soraapp.com.  

 


