
 

 

 

  2801 Ranch Road Twelve 

  San Marcos, Texas 78666 

  wiegandb@smabears.org 

 

          512.753.8040 Fax: 512.753.8047 

March 27, 2020 
 
 
Re: Distance Learning Initiative 
 
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
The first week of distance learning has gone well. While it has not been perfect, the process of learning has 
been moving forward. I have to brag on this amazing SMA faculty. This initiative was launched by a 
collaborative team working during their spring break. A small team made up of administration and teachers 
from all three campuses put together a plan in one day, trained each other with amazing proficiency, and 
launched within one day of the resumption of classes following spring break. We were the first school 
including public, private, and university levels to launch without missing a day of instruction. I have been in 
this business for a while, and I’ve never been a part of something this remarkable. 
 
I want to express a few thoughts that will help these next two weeks run even better. 

 Set up an office or class space for your child if you haven’t already done so. 

 Keep them on the schedule of classes.  

 Friday is their day for study and enrichment. (Students have used time today to one-on-one on Zoom 
with their teacher based on conversations I had this morning) 

 ALP is there for ALP students. Reach out to ALP teachers. They’ve reached out to their students. 

 This may be a virtual classroom setting, but grades and report cards will be reality. 

 Athletics may not be meeting, but coaches have posted workouts that don’t need a gym or track to 
do. 

 The 6th and 7th grade foreign language classes are not meeting. 

 Two of our teachers have undergone surgery in the last week, but they have assignments posted. 

 Tech support is available. Email Nancy Smith at smithn@smabears.org for specific tech issues 
including connectivity ideas. For basic Zoom issues call Mr. Loyd at the Zoom hotline (512)-753-
8048. 

 
With the uncertainty of these times, I want you to know we are here to help make this as good an experience 
as possible. We miss the students, and a deeper appreciation of teachers is probably developing among 
students and parents. Email teachers with course specific questions. Email me or call the school office at 
(512) 753-8040 if you need anything. 
 
Ecclesiastes 7:14 – “In times of prosperity be joyful, but in times of adversity consider this: God has made 
one as well as the other, so that no one can discover what the future holds.” 
 
We are in His hands, and we must trust in Him. 
 
In His Service, 

 
Bob Wiegand 
 
SMA Academic Dean 
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