
 
San Marcos Academy 

Reopening Survey Parent/Student Responses 
 

The following are the responses from an internet based survey sent to parents and 
students at San Marcos Academy conducted from July 2 - 8, 2020.  There were 345 
respondents (N=345).  The following information consists of charts and graphs 
illustrating the responses to each question.  Certain identifying information in the 
comments section was redacted in order to preserve the anonymity of the respondents. 
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Demographic Information 

 
 
 
Q.1  N=345; Day=305; B7=31; B5=8 

 
 
 
Q.2  N=345; K=15; 1st=15; 2nd=16; 3rd=12; 4th=24; 5th=16; 6th=22; 7th=15; 8th=19; 9th=48; 10th=41; 
11th=46; 12th=56 
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Health Measures 
 
 
Q.3  N=345; 5=248; 4=53; 3=27; 2=13; 1=4 

 
 
Q.4  N=342; 5=137; 4=41; 3=43; 2=44; 1=77 
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Q.5  N=345; 5=193; 4=66; 3=42; 2=15; 1=29 

 
Q.6  N=345; 5=297; 4=34; 3=11; 2=1; 1=2 
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Q.7  N=345; 5=299; 4=36; 3=23; 2=15; 1=12 

 
 
 
 
 
Q.8  N=345; 5=160; 4=53; 3=72; 2=25; 1=35 
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Q.9  N=345; 5=219; 4=43; 3=48; 2=18; 1=17 

 
 
 
 
Q10  N=345; VC=61; MC=75; ALC=90; NAAC=76; MCWNWAM=43 
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Return to School 
*There is a noted mistake in the following question: “How comfortable are you with students returning to a 
school building every day this fall, if health and safety measures are in place?”  An additional response 
was offered, “My child will not wear a mask” that was irrelevant to the question. 
 
Q.11  N=344; VC=114; MC=112; ALC=61; NAAC=49; *MCWNWAM=8 

 
 
 
Q.12  N=341; listed by column color from left to right; 1(blue)=196, 48, 72, 32; 2(red)=40, 51, 130, 32; 
3(orange)=40, 93, 58, 73; 4(green)=65, 132, 69, 149 
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Q.13  N=340
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Other Considerations 
Certain identifying information in the comments section was redacted in order to 
preserve the anonymity of the respondents.  No spelling or grammatical changes were 
made to the responses.  Duplicate responses were also eliminated as some copied and 
pasted for multiple respondents. 
 
Question:  “What other considerations are important to you?  Please be detailed and 
considerate.”  
 

 
1. If we go on line, we will probably not attend SMA. 

 
2. NA 

 
3. If we are not going back to school full time, we will at least be looking at other 

options.  
 

4. If we are going to be at home, we will provide the curriculum ourselves and will 
be on our schedule/pace.  

 
5. Dorm kids should be provided with separate rooms  

 
6. Will the US open air routes to China? If not,  could international students take 

online classes in their hometown  
 

7. My student has difficulty keeping the mask on while on short outings. I doubt he 
will keep it on all day at school. Also, is hand sanitizer going to be in each 
classroom via an auto/motion detected dispenser or a pump. If students use the 
pump will the pump point of contact be sanitized after each use? 

 
8. I feel very strongly that the students should go back to school full time. My 

student's learning suffered during distance learning. My son also needs the 
structure of the school day and the personal interaction with his teachers. He had 
trouble getting the help he needed during class via Zoom. I don't want the kids to 
have to wear masks all day, but if given the choice between masks and going to 
school vs no masks and not going to school, I choose masks. 

 
9. I currently work for Texas State and our office is implementing a staggered 

schedule.  I'm not sure how or if this would work for students, but maybe have 
half of each class attend SMA M-W-F and home school T-TH.  Then the other 
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half attend SMA T-TH and home school M-W-F. Something of this nature would 
decrease the number of students on campus daily. 

 
10.Because of the  air routes between US andChina, could international students in 

China take their online classes in their hometown? 
 

11.Thank you for taking your time & being prayerful in this. We are praying for you & 
your staff as you make these decisions.  

 
12. I really feel we should teach personal responsibility and therefore follow all 

guidelines for cleanliness (wash hands often, have sanitizer available, take 
temps). However, if the kids are forced to distance, wear masks, clean every 
surface or tool in between uses this will slow down the education process.  It 
makes the focus on fear and concern rather than moving forward in our new 
environment.  Being responsible for our health, truthful with our symptoms so as 
not to spread the virus (aka, stay home if you're sick),  and focused on prayer all 
while still living our lives I feel this is the lesson our children need at this time. We 
do our part, God will do His. 

 
13.work assignments and preparation of teachers. sporting events and social 

activities to help kids engage and socialize.  We already have some introverts 
that are in society because of the technology available. I know that these kids 
need some sort of social experiences as well. 

 
14.You can not force hundreds of children to wear masks it won’t work out. 

 
15."Thank you for this survey. Nowhere in the survey do we touch on the plan for 

social distancing in the classroom or cafeteria. Is there a plan to limit classroom 
size? Stagger lunch times? My family would prefer the distance learning option. 
The only real option to make my family feel comfortable is to require testing for 
everyone that enters the building. The same way we require vaccinations. I also 
understand that is not feasible. As such, our child misses his friends, but he is 
also well informed and he does not feel comfortable returning and will not return 
without a distance learning option.  

 
16."Questions: (upcoming year ,COVID, safety) 

1. How will the safety of the kids be ensured? 
* what if as parents we are apprehensive about kids entering back to school in 
the same way as before, and exposing families to infection? 
2. How will the safety of teachers be ensured? 

10 
Reopening Survey Parent/Student 2020 



* what if a teacher is or is nervous about being around a number of children in a 
classroom? 
 3. if virtual or hybrid what will tuition and fees look ? 
~ personally our kids loved it and thought it would be a great idea if they got a 
reduced number of days to class but 1/2 was virtual.  
4.  Testing and if someone tests positive, what actions or plans will be take? 
 

17. If there is to be distance learning, there needs to be a significant reduced tuition 
amount.  

 
18.American Academy of Pediatrics in new guidance about back-to-school. They 

said they know that kids tend to be less symptomatic when they have Covid, and 
a lot of them are asymptomatic completely, and the early data is showing they’re 
less contagious because of that. 

 
19. I think masks are going to be a distraction and cause everyone to touch their 

faces a lot more than normal.  I prefer my child to attend school like normal.  
 

20.Please make sure that the teachers are safe too.  
 

21.My child will not be going to SMA in the fall if masks are required or if physical 
activities such as recess and time outside are not available. I do not wish to have 
my child in a heightened state of fear and indoctrination. If she isnt allowed to be 
within 6 ft of students and that is also implemented- I also will have to pull her 
out. I teach my daughter to honor her freedoms and personal responsibility and if 
SMA implements any guidelines that make school feel more like prison I have to 
pull her out. Children are not being effected by this and the recovery rate is high. 
In my oppinion school should resume as normal with more handwashing and 
overall cleanliness (good practices anyway). Those who are afraid and 
immunocomprimised should implement their own restrictions on themselves.  
 

22. If a hybrid or homeschool option are available,  will tuition costs be adjusted as 
students would not be receiving the full benefit of the campus? What are lunch 
schedules going to look like? Will all social gatherings be done away with, ie. 
Homecoming, prom etc? We want our kids to be in school receiving the full 
benefit of learning as well as having interaction with their friends, but the mental 
stress and concern of their safety is our first priority. 
 

23.We are worried about eating in the cafeteria and would like to be able to send the 
kids their own lunch  
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24. I would like my child to attend school daily to ensure her mental and emotional 
well being. My kids have struggled being stuck at home without face to face 
contact with friends.  
 

25.Although athletics are not as important as academics, I do believe that 
participation in PE and sports should be offered if at all possible. 
 

26. I work in the Long-term care industry and understand the protocols that need to 
be  put in place.  Masks work, however, I feel that it's unrealistic to expect K-5 to 
wear a masks all day everyday.  It is a losing battle.  I believe the wiser choice 
would be for adults and older students to wear masks indoors and sanitize, 
sanitize, sanitize.  I also believe it's wise to have in place now, rapid testing 
options (if available) and reach out to the DHHS and local entities (health 
department) to have something planned and lined up should an outbreak at SMA 
occur.  And lastly, you cannot communicate too much with families regarding the 
health and safety of our children.  
 

27.Distancing during lunch 
 

28.Our children need to be taught in a normal school setting to get the well rounded 
education they deserve. I think taking safety precautions is great,  but we also 
need to take in to consideration our child’s mental well being. They need to try to 
get back to normal life and be around children and socialize with other people as 
well.  
 

29."More clear communication. It would be nice to hear of things that are being cut 
from the school instead of through parents. During these trying times more 
communication is better so that informed decisions can be made.  
 

30.We are concerned with the future of the Academy and are hoping to be there for 
the next 7yrs, it would be nice to know if that isn’t going to happen or what the 5 
yr plan is. We have gone through closures before and really hope to not have to 
be blind sided and have to scramble to find a school. As kids get older it is harder 
to be that new kid in a school. We picked SMA as our school because of 
tradition, education and class size and because of the idea of being able to go all 
the way through high school in one place." 
 

31."I think we are just hoping for a stable, consistent environment. I hope that we’ll 
be able to attend as usual with the exception if someone falls ill, they stay home 
for the recommended time and continue work from home. But I’ve heard other 
districts are considering the 3 weeks on, 1 week off model and that feels chaotic 
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for lower school kids and for working parents to accommodate. Our child thrives 
on a regular, predictable schedule and learns best in a classroom setting. And 
I’m hopeful that being in a smaller school setting will be an advantage in keeping 
our kids and staff healthy. Thanks for taking the time to hear from parents!  " 
 

32. I have concerns with boarding students coming from highly infected areas (such 
as Houston, and international students) 
 

33.Small class size, distancing desks during class, keeping faculty and staff at a 
distance from the students and each other (it is really in their best interest since 
they are more likely to have serious issues from covid), masks obligatory if cases 
are high in the area like they are now, perhaps block scheduling like we did in the 
spring but on campus, online options for students that contract covid, back up 
plans for classes when teachers become ill  
 

34.Liberty 
 

35."I know other schools have indicated they are looking at in-school learning with 
social distancing ppe temperature checks and other precautions implemented. 
They are also considering an alternating schedule with part in school and part at 
home learning to ensure the health and safety of our kids, teachers and staff. 
And finally considering exclusively online or distance learning options as well. It 
seems these are all being considered.  
 

36.The delay of Davidson hall is a consideration as the classrooms in Derrick-Wolfe 
are already incredibly small and will be close to impossible to maintain any 
appropriate social distancing if there are no substantive changes to class size 
and or class schedule. We appreciate that the safety of our kids, teachers and 
staff remains the top priority.  " 
 

37. I think spacing Desks 6’ apart (no masks) and then using masks when Closer is 
wise.  
 

38.There are also HVAC considerations that can help combat the spread.  
 

39.Class size and class location  
 

40.Contact tracing protocols. 
 

41."Limited passing times; Could teachers change rooms instead of students or 
have staggered passing times? Students spread out in chapel;  less interaction 
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between grades (basically classrooms become like families to limit exposure to 
others outside of classroom) masks worn in passing periods but not in 
classroom? how will band and choir be handled (lots of air moving around in 
there)?; could classes be held outdoors when possible? what will lunch look like? 
If a student in classroom A tests positive, will the entire classroom have to 
quarantine and be tested before coming back? What will happen regarding 
classes if a student has to be quarantined? What if the teacher and/or whole 
class has to quarantine, what happens with learning? what accommodations are 
being made for teachers in high-risk categories? What about students who have 
high-risk family members.  Could no-contact sports be offered year-round (golf, 
tennis, cross country, track) in place of contact sports? Will parents be notified 
when a student tests positive so as to watch our kids for symptoms, etc? Will 
boarding students be quarantined on campus prior to the arrival of all students to 
ensure that they do not develop symptoms? Does the school have a testing plan 
in place for students, particularly boarding students? Contract tracing - how will it 
be determined who was in close contact or not (ie a 7th grader ate lunch with 6th 
graders and tests positive)?  Oh so many questions! Thank you all for your 
thoughtfulness and considerations!  I know that this is difficult and we are praying 
for the administration as you struggle to make these decisions." 
 

42.We are very hopeful that our student may return to school full time this year! We 
are full time working parents, and we feel safe sending our children back. There 
is no sure way to prevent contracting or spreading the virus. I think daily 
temperature checks are a quick and easy way to monitor health and wellness. 
Also a zero tolerance policy on runny noses and coughs. You are all doing 
amazing. Know that no matter what is chosen people will be upset but at the end 
of the day we know you have the best intentions no matter what decisions are 
made! God Bless!  
 

43. If students return in person please consider them not sharing materials as well as 
limit number of students per class.  
 

44.Students are more likely to be asymptomatic,  so the greater risk may be to 
faculty.  Compared to public schools considering these challenges, SMA seems 
to be a more manageable situation overall.  
 

45."I believe a temperature check upon entry into the school would allow the school 
to remove mask requirements or other procedures. It seems to me, and I’m not 
expert, checking at the door is the best course of action.  Thanks for all your hard 
work here guys!" 
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46.Education is our main priority and our daughter learned so much while being in 
class. I feel like that came to a screeching halt when i had to home school. I want 
my child to be prepared for the next grade and not fall behind by being taught by 
me, a non qualified teacher. However, all children’s health and safety is the most 
important. I also don’t want my child to be afraid of going to school and being 
around other people. We would be most comfortable if temperatures were taken 
and no masks were required. Children mess with them and touch their faces 
more with a mask on than not.  
 

47.Limiting interaction between students especially in the dormitories. 
 

48. It appears that an adaptive framework and plan for on-campus learning should 
work for SMA, where public schools may have greater challenges.  Masks should 
be essential.  Adults and teachers are at highest risk of falling sick, so protecting 
them seems like the priority.  The students will adjust quickly to masks and other 
routines.  The various political views of parents may result in some early noise, 
but we will adjust quickly, too. 
 

49."As much as we as parents want to see our children be able to return to some 
semblance of normalcy, I think we all feel torn and stressed about a reasonable 
path forward. It would be wonderful for school to start as expected, but my 
concern is the potential inconsistency as nearly inevitably there will be closures 
from time to time as outbreaks flare up. Switching from in-person to distance 
platforms repeatedly seems like it would put more stress and strain on families 
than having a consistent platform that would be workable through the whole year. 
Perhaps a hybrid plan where each class met in person one day a week 
staggered so that the lower campus is never full with distance plans in place for 
the interim days, working up to more classroom time as things progress? It’s 
such a challenging issue with no clear “right” way to move forward.  
 

50. I can’t speak for other families, but I know we will do anything and everything we 
can to help assure that Anthony’s education, health and safety are priority 
number one.  If there is anything we can do to be of help to SMA as things 
progress, please do reach out! 
 

51.We trust you for best practices in the matter 
 

52. If given the situation we must use a distance learning program we have decided 
as a family it would be best for our children to enroll in a homeschool program 
until they are able to physically return to campus. This is both because of 
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consistency and for financial reasons. We love SMA and are hoping for a return 
to school this fall!! 
 

53.Flexibility, communications and plans 
 

54. I would like to know how many students and faculty are at risk of becoming 
seriously ill so that I know who to be extra cautious around and so I know why we 
are doing all of this. 
 

55.That you pray for the school each and every day asking for Gods protection and 
guidance!  
 

56.Guidelines for children on campus whether international and/or outside state/san 
marcos area and in potential hotspots.  cleaning of classrooms once a day is not 
adequate.  concerns for carries that arent showing and may not show symptoms 
but are active and spreading without knowledge. what are actions once it is 
presented on campus? 
 

57.what happens when covid presented on campus? need cleaning of classrooms 
more then once a day.  carriers on campus with no symptoms but active.  plan 
for international students as well as students out side of san marcos areas and 
state.  hotspots? 
 

58. I want my student to attend in person, If I have to teach him at home, I will look at 
other options. He needs the community 
 

59.None at this time 
 

60.Mask must be mandatory. No exceptions. 
 

61.Food should be individually packaged and not served buffet style. Wrapped 
plastic utensils and bottled drinks should be made available. Meal times should 
be more staggered or eating in classrooms might be best. Snacks within the 
classroom need to be individually packed. Bottled water should be made 
available and water fountains should not be used.  I would prefer NO CAMPUS 
VISITORS and no field trips. Screening, to include temperature checks, should 
be conducted at the gate. Athletics should be limited and shared shower facilities 
should not be open. Limit sharing of in classroom supplies and reduce activities 
that require physical interaction. I also hope that considerable thought is going 
into the protection of the teachers and staff on campus as this has to be 
concerning for them as well.  
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62.Continued monitoring of national data.  

 
63."I feel this pandemic has been extremely difficult for all involved - students, 

teachers, adminsitrators, staff, and parents. While I think SMA did a phenomenal 
job of rolling out virtual learning; I feel there is no subsitute for the school 
environment. One of the greatest attributes of SMA is the ""family"" atmosphere it 
fosters. It goes without saying that the safety and health of everyone is most 
important; however, this includes mental health, as well. I firmly believe the 
mental well-being of students (and staff and parents!) is in jeopardy if students 
are not allowed to return to some semblance of normalcy.  Since we are faced 
with identifying a new ""normal"" until a vaccine has been developed, I believe 
SMA should be a leader (once again) in striving to provide in-person instruction 
while implementing a strict protocol for sanitation and health screenings. In doing 
so, our students will still receive the education, care, and attention from their 
SMA family.  
 

64.Another consideration that is important to me is continuing with atheltics, fine 
arts, cheerleading, etc. Granted, all of those things pose potential risks for 
exposure; however if the proper protocols are in place, this will further allow 
students to have some ""normalcy"". These activities are such important facets in 
the development of school-age and adolescents. " 
 

65.Having Mrs Abshire, as a physical presence, is a priority as we enter the 4th 
grade. A hybrid  or virtual approach would make us reconsider to other options 
that are (planning on) providing standard in-person classes.  If the playing field 
was equal, and all choices were virtual due to another shelter in place, SMA 
would be our choice. We are at a crossroads in education regardless of the 
pandemic, and the factor of in-person vs. virtual would be a big factor. And we 
LOVE SMA, so this would be a hard choice. 
 

66.Another consideration that is important to me is continuing with atheltics, fine 
arts, cheerleading, etc. Granted, all of those things pose potential risks for 
exposure; however if the proper protocols are in place, this will further allow 
students to have some ""normalcy"". These activities are such important facets in 
the development of school-age students and adolescents. " 
 

67.Top areas of concern for my kiddo would be sick teachers because 
kindergarteners will pass this along to older teachers who are at higher risk.  I am 
less concerned about my 5 year old and more concerned about the teachers. 
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68.Middle school cheer 
 

69.Be wise, if student, faculty or visitors r sick stay at home 
 

70.With the lower school building not being ready until September, I don't think 
lower schokl should even consider going to school in person until that time.  I 
don't think lower school kids should take field trips, attend a crowded chapel or 
even eat lunch in the Cafe.  There are great alternatives for doing chapel 
remotely and field trips online.  I think the nurses ans cafeteria should come to 
the kids in the new lower school building to help with social distancing. 

 
71. I believe the greatest emphasis should be placed on frequent sanitizing and 

overall cleanliness (door knobs, desks, other frequently touched surfaces). 
Beyond that, once the temperatures are taken upon entry, I believe the faculty 
and staff will be diligent in keeping our children safe 

 
72. I am concerned that the reasons we selected SMA for our middle school child will 

become watered down due to lower enrollment.  I would rather my child attend 
more challenging honors level courses online than be grouped together with the 
full grade level due to smaller classes size in 7th grade.  I am looking forward to 
innovative online solutions to challenge my child because that seems safer at this 
point. 

 
73.The lack of social distancing and safe guards used at the academy thus far has 

me very concerned as to the ability to keep kids safe. I would need to see an 
action plan didn’t exist just on paper.  

 
74.Keeping students distanced while in class.  Kids seem to not know how or want 

to do this. Also parents send kids to school w flu like symptoms when they should 
stay home. Temps need to be taken.  Outside I am not as worried but the inside 
classroom needs to be heavily monitored for cleanliness and sick children.  

 
75.Really monitor kids and the cleanliness.  Must take temps.  As an athlete 

requiring kids to wear mask for a good portion of the day is dangerous.  It is not 
good to breathe in your own air.  As a mom I have not gone into businesses that 
make me wear a mask.  I have a very hard time w the mask.   I understand that 
they might need to for some of the day.... 

 
76.My concern is making sure my 5th grader does not come in contact with another 

that can be or is infected for the safety of my child and our family. My husband 
has cancer (non curable) along with other medical issues and per the CDC and 
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WHO (those with underlying conditions) are at Higher Risk than most. Although 
I’m able to control what our family does and doesn’t do along with our strict 
hygiene regime,  its impossible to assume or be confident that other families, 
workers, etc are doing their part. My other concern is sending our children for a 
few wks, possible months (God willing)  to be shut down bc of an infected person 
and/or case. What will be the protocol for that? Will it just be shut down for the 
day, days, wks or months? And checking temp upon arrival, how does that 
guarantee an accurate measurement, as symptoms can incubate from 2-14 days 
after exposure? Would kids be seated 6 ft apart in all areas of campus? Would 
bringing personal lunch boxes be implemented to possibly avoid unnecessary 
gathering in tight quarters?  Would kids have their own materials and have a no 
share policy (for safety measures)?   If school were to be shut down again, how 
would the social distance learning differ from the 1st time, as it was a struggle for 
many families? Could there be a possibility of having teacher meet w/ the 
children in very small groups to have some hands on learning, since it would be 
the same as attending? As we are paying for our children's education. are so 
many things to look at, as our traditional way of life is no longer. This is our new 
norm “mask, gloves, distance, sanitizing) which some of these habits should 
have already been implemented. I am struggling with having a sense of security 
with letting my children be out in the world when all you hear is negative, see 
negative and read negative. I appreciate the survey and y’all taking in thoughts 
and consideration?  

 
77.Freedom of my children to not wear a mask without being "shamed." 

 
78. I am concerned about kids pushing to come to school in person when they don’t 

feel 100% but don’t have a fever and are worried about missing class. I would 
like to see a hybrid offered where in person is available as well as at home. If 
they don’t feel well or less than 100% they can come to class virtually so they get 
the content without the risk of infecting others. I also think that it would be helpful 
as an option not just for Covid but for any flu or illness that goes through a 
school.  

 
79.No shaming for non-mask wearing students. 

 
80.Hand sanitizer should be given to each student to have on their desk, that is 

safer since alot of touching goes on through the day and passing of stuff (having 
a kid get up during class to sanitize is a disruption). Temperature on kids in 
morning but also lunch and in afternoon is a must! Anybody with "allergy" 
symptoms to stay home, as we have seen at work some positive are allergy 
symptoms.  
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81.Social distancing in dining hall, restrooms and recreation areas. 

 
82.Our children are shown the example of grace and acceptance during this time. It 

is apparent that there are wildly differing views. We need to all be respectful of 
other's opinions. Some do not feel comfortable or safe while wearing a mask, and 
others only feel safe while wearing a mask. This should not become another way 
to divide our children. We need to understand that there are health risks present 
in either course chosen.  

 
83.Class size and class location  

 
84."I think we have to be prepared to take long weekends or potentially 7 -14 day 

breaks if we do have many students and staff sick.  I would rather hit pause 
throughout the school year multiple times than move to 100% from home 
learning. 

 
85. I think we will need to install cameras in the new school so families can watch 

from home as needed.  It's important to include at home families as much as 
possible with the children who choose to be in school.  

 
86.Children are to return to their campus full-time and paid education not be 

politicized. 
 

87.Having online classes makes me less efficient in my study. So I would appreciate 
to open the campus to study. 

 
88.That athletics happen. And other organizations and extracurricular stuff. 

 
89.Mandatory mask wearing is important, with freedom to wear non-standard issue, 

ie none SMA logo masks which aren't offensive.  Freedom for students to have 
manipulatives for those students who must keep their hands busy, so they are 
not touching everything, but restrictions on sharing them. Verbal support of 
teachers and staff for the restrictions put in place, ie mask wearing, keep differing 
opinions on their effectiveness at home. Use this opportunity to bring the world 
into the classroom and connect current events to core class instruction, i.e. 
history of pandemics, biology of germs, etc. Opportunities for my student to 
interact with other students, to be outside in safe, healthy environments, to enjoy 
some modicum of campus life is very important in addition to academics.  

 
90.Data if ANY one on campus is covid  
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91.My child has never been depressed in his 9 going on 10 years, but during 

quarantine I discovered that lack of in-person interaction with other children 
REALLY affected his mood and personality. He needs to play and talk and learn 
side by side with kids his age. Internet Communication goes only so far. And it 
did not seem to help to be on Zoom. He would cry sometimes because our 
internet connection caused us to drop off or become disconnected. It only made 
things worse to see the teacher and classmates and not be able to really talk one 
on one for more that a few minutes. A blend of the two I think would be better: in 
person and online.  

 
92.Added emphasis that if you are sick stay home. 

 
93.Re: hybrid ideas- having Two or three families partner up to alternate who is 

Managing kids during remote training or worksheet or other modes of learning. 
Basically helping parents have some of their time back to take care of other 
needs, with a calculated risk, for those choosing to go remote.  

 
94.1) What is the school's response if a student/teacher/parent/sibling (going to 

another school) test positive for Covid-19? 2) Will families be notified or will this 
be kept quiet? 3) If any of the above people have been exposed to someone who 
tests positive will they be required to quarantine for 14 days? 4) Will students 
coming from abroad be quarantined for 14 days prior to the start of school?  

 
95.Because we have family members on the front lines of this crisis, we understand 

and appreciate the issues faced by the school in maintaining a safe environment 
for students, teachers and staff.  The two most important factors for any place 
where people gather during this active COVID-19 situation is maintaining 
appropriate distance, and mask wearing.  These two things are key until an 
effective vaccine can be achieved.  Both of our children are young and so we 
know it will be difficult and maybe even impossible to keep masks on young 
children at all times.  This is why we feel so strongly that providing as much 
distance as possible between students is absolutely necessary.  Even better 
would be providing as much outdoor classroom time as feasible.  With the new 
building not being ready until later in the fall, we are very stressed about the 
ability of the school to ensure proper distance of students in the smaller 
classrooms in the older Lower School building.  It seems that other schools have 
been able to achieve great success in keeping infection from spreading by 
maintaining very small "pods" of students (10 or less) and not allowing any 
crossover between these pods of students, even without mask wearing within 
these pods.  As long as temperatures are taken daily, reasonable distance is 
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maintained, and materials are not shared, this has been a successful model.  I 
encourage you to look at something like this, especially for the youngest 
classrooms.  If this isn't possible, we would also be interested in the idea of 
working from home until the new building is open and more distance is possible 
in the newer classrooms.  Thank you for taking our opinions into account and we 
are looking forward to this school year. 

 
96.Limit the interactions between grades, lower school/upper school. Have lunch in 

their rooms. No large field trips or gatherings. Limit shared supplies or utensils. 
Individual desks versus shared tables. Outside PE Time/ Recess 

 
97.First, thank you for giving parents the opportunity to provide feedback on the 

reopening issues.  We appreciate that these must be difficult decisions.  We have 
done quite a bit of reading and have followed what area districts and schools 
have been doing, as well as what the CDC and the AAP have recommended with 
regard to school reopening.  It seems that the overwhelming recommendation for 
safe reopening of schools (at least within the younger grades, where our student 
is) requires both mask wearing and social distancing, as well as the discontinuing 
of sharing any materials.  The latter seems easy enough - children can bring their 
own school supplies and keep them in their individual desks.  It is also important 
to minimize the shuffling of items back and forth from school and home, and 
minimize visitors coming in and out of the school.  Masks are trickier because 
young children do not always want to wear them and it becomes a burden for the 
teachers.  We certainly do not want the teachers spending all day monitoring 
mask usage rather than teaching.  Perhaps a compromise could be made to 
wear masks in common areas, hallways, cafeteria lines, etc but not in the 
classroom.  Social distancing is probably the most important of all of these and 
can be achieved through education and desk spacing, barriers, tape on floors, 
etc.  A team of parent volunteers could probably assist with this before school 
begins.  These are the things that would help us feel more comfortable sending 
our child back to campus in the fall.  Small classes, which is why we chose the 
Academy in the first place, is also a key component.  When groups of children 
get over 10, it is much harder to socially distance - especially in Derrick Wolfe.  It 
is also harder for the teacher to manage the social distancing of more than 10 
children, I would imagine.  So these are all considerations.  Perhaps it would be 
best to keep the children in one room and have the specials come to them, rather 
than have them move around the campus so much.  The cafeteria seems to be 
particularly problematic place where viruses could spread, so please take care 
with that area.  I have already written too much, but these are all things that have 
been floating around in our heads all summer and I would have regrets if I did not 
share them now.  
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98. If there is to be distance learning, there needs to be a significant reduced tuition 

amount.  
 

99.None at this time 
 

100. Kids need social interaction.  As they are in the lower risk category, it would  
be better for them to have more normalcy at school, than at home.  
 

101. Safety of staff and students. Im fine with some days at school some at home. 
I also think kids and staff should wear masks while at school. Thank you 
everyone for all the hard work, I know its been difficult 

 
102. The NEW lower school should be complete and open before Kinder returns 

period. The age of our lower school teachers makes them targets for this 
pandemic. Their health is at risk if You choose to send them back this year. 

 
103. I think it’s extremely important that parents at least have the choice to do 

distance learning. Safety protocols are not going to be enough to prevent an 
outbreak. 

 
104. No field trips, bring food to kids rather than dining in a more contaminated 

environment (in upper school), place 1 nurse full time at the lower school, make 
the lower school fully independent from the upper school, don't congregate 
(including chapel) as they can broadcast chapel to each class, don't drop classes 
like foreign language if we are at home again, more zoom time because 
communication works otherwise parents are teachers full time vs part time. Get 
someone in admin to moderate homework levels, some teachers just gave 
abundant busy work rather than thoughtful work.  

 
105. Trying to do distance learning at home was very difficult and not particularly 

productive, and I would dread having to do that again. But also, health and safety 
is very important. Mask-wearing and social distancing is important, but it seems 
like it would be extremely difficult to really implement that on a school campus. 
The hybrid idea seems interesting to us, and we'd like to hear more about that. 
Perhaps maybe alternating between groups of students attending on campus so 
that only half the student population is present on any given day? Like having the 
students attend either mornings or afternoons only? And making sure the school 
is cleaned very thoroughly in between? Also, the lunch room situation is 
obviously a concern - having so many kids in there at one time, eating and 
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drinking and sharing who-knows-what. Maybe having lunches delivered to the 
classrooms instead of everyone coming to the lunch room? 

 
106. It is important you make your decisions based on facts and not emotion. We 

are barraged with media that tells us we should be afraid. Much of the content is 
designed to stoke fear. I pray that you can find peace and calm and that God 
guides your decisions, not man. 

 
107. Cafeteria set up?  

 
108. No traveling, no sporting events, no group anythings, no dances, no collective 

gatherings, no passing in the halls with other classes, no chapel as they can 
have that provided via other technology easily, no dropping foreign language 
classes. They should have online TED talks. They should have time set aside to 
discuss history of pandemics and why this is necessary so they fully understand 
the importance of what is going on. If kids/teachers/staff don't follow the rules, 
they shouldn't get to go to the school. I'm not pleased with students that break 
rules (get demerits) yet continue to attend, there are visible inconsistencies. 

 
109. I feel as though the Academy has good protocol in place.  I feel social 

interaction is crucial to help them manage these uncertain times.  Without face to 
face contact and a reliable daily schedule, they are left with whatever they may 
see online with Tik Tok, Insta-Twitter and other non reputable sources. I feel 
better when they are learning in the. Classroom.  I feel 100% confident sending 
my 2 kids in August. 

 
110. Going to school forces the kids to get up, get dressed, put away their phones, 

and really be present to learn.  I feel like with the online learning, the kids were 
doing just enough to get by and didn't really excel because it was too easy to be 
off topic without a structured schedule.  They need Chapel and they need each 
other.  I have no doubt or concern with sending my kids to campus in August. 

 
111. "I don’t think I would be asking for much if I just wanted a normal school year. 

Nothing out of the ordinary. Just like the last school year. 
 

112. I believe that people should be able to be normal at school or follow all the 
government guidelines. This is America, we have the choice to do whatever we 
want. That’s what people have died to protect. 

 
113. If I find out that people HAVE to follow the governments guidelines (at all) for 

the up coming school year, I wouldn’t be going back to SMA." 
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114. N/A 

 
115. 1) I would like a mentor (follow up and/or follow through) for my child for the 

online academic portions 2) I would like for my son to see himself in the 
mentor--Hispanic Male. 

 
116. With low numbers of students, should be easy to space desks  

 
117. We really really would like to go back to school  

 
118. We are not opposed to safety guidelines but we do not think they should go to 

the extreme like face coverings & temperature checks. We do not want our child 
to go to School in a plastic bubble otherwise we should not attend. We highly 
encourage hand washing as we would under normal circumstances. Our child is 
capable of taking his own temperature and determining whether or not he should 
attend School that day.  

 
119. Boarding students that may travel and expose others. Also how will the 

outbreak if one occurs be handled and tuition would need to be reimbursed more 
efficiently than before. Meals only doesn't cover, distant learning isn't even close 
to in class instruction. 

 
120. As difficult as it may be, and also probably unpopular, the school needs to do 

what is right for safety not financial gain.  Most schools particularly universities 
are honestly more focused on financial survival.  I am hopping the academy will 
do what is is right! 

 
121. The most important to me is the school putting a structure in place for the 

safety of both students and teachers. if possible regular covid tests should be 
done primarily for teachers and staff of the school that have interaction with the 
students primarily because they are the only link with the students from outside 
the campus and thus are the link of bringing in the virus.  

 
122. Limit large gatherings of all students and others on campus.  Since student is 

in senior year, academics is most important right now.  
 

123. Health first and study second. 
 

124. Due to the impact of the epidemic, countries have greatly reduced 
international flights. Air tickets are very difficult to buy. Also, due to the US 
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government’s travel ban, international students cannot enter the United States, 
so I hope that schools can open distance learning options. I appreciate it if that is 
ok. 

 
125. Do reasonable caution on applying guidelines as life will continue and need to 

be normal. Let us do the needful to prevent, and be attentive to correct if the 
virus comes into campus. 

 
126. I would like the campus to feel as normal as possible for my children, not 

creating a fear-based environment where students are discouraged from being 
near one another and forced to wear masks.  

 
127. Consider 2 days on two days off for increased spacing.  This is especially 

concerning for large classes over 14 students.  Please release the schools plan 
ASAP, to allow for decision making.  Thank you.  

 
128. Please consider the health and well being of everyone on campus and who 

they all go home to when making decisions. 
 

129. "One way hallways seem appropriate in the building.  
 

130. Extra attention in large group settings. ie: chapel, gyms, lounges, lunch 
 

131. We know this is not a popular choice, but it seems irresponsible to encourage 
contact sports at this point.  

 
132. Please consider all (students, staff, and families) when making decisions. 

Thank you." 
 

133. The number of kids per class (10-15 3ft at least apart), finding larger rooms to 
have greater distance between them, rotating teachers into classes not kids. 
Having food served in to-go containers/utensils; outside recess and gym time is 
necessary for young kids to maintain focus make it smaller groups. Chapel in 
class not in groups (use zoom all at the same time). If numbers continue to rise, 
plan to start the year with online learning with the core currriculum standards and 
then go back in January. 

 
134. our family trusts you 

 
135. Hopefully things will improve.  Another option might be to have all lessons 

recorded and available for review at home as well as in person learning.  A&M 
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will be doing this in the fall.  It would be a good way for the students to review. 
The students will need to take breaks in between classes and  get fresh air 
without the masks.  
 

136. Limiting big gatherings at school for now 
 

137. Breaks from the masks to get some fresh air to prevent headaches, etc.  
 

138. Large groups will need to be limited/adapted as well, including chapel and 
lunchtime.  

 
139. I like the option of using the public school curriculum to do a mix of distanced, 

learning with the iPad and also without, like guided homeschool of sorts. I just 
don't want my child spending so much time on the iPad. I am type 1 diabetic and 
get the sickest out of my family, so obviously I'm pretty nervous about in-person 
classes even though I know how valuable they are.  

 
140. I believe personal hand washing and limitation of outside influences will be 

key for healthy classes and teachers. 
 

141. Administration not fully understanding scope of this disease and process. 
Non medical professionals making health related decisions  

 
142. "helpful and positive communication from administration and teachers  

 
143. This new Covid-19 epidemic will not end so quickly. It will change our learning 

environment and lifestyle in many aspects in the future. It is hoped that the 
school will establish a new online teaching or recording and broadcasting mode 
to adapt to the emergency. Our child are international students also is a senior, 
facing national policy changes at any time, such as: no flight tickets, 14 days of 
isolation, travel restrictions, as a parents worried about the safety of children on 
the way, and many other issues. We don’t want miss any class because we are 
unable to return to school. It is even more necessary to adopt this new online 
teaching method. Therefore, we suggest that schools adopt this method in the 
new school year to passed this epidemic stage. We will cooperate  with teachers 
to supervise children’s learning. Thank you so much, I very appreciate. 

 
144. I’d rather be safe than have them exposed to too many people. Especially if 

we are seeing the level of positive tests we’ve seen lately. I like the blended 
suggestion to help keep class sizes down and minimize the number of people on 
campus.  
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145. I’m good with a balance of home and school. But if the virus is still out of 

control I’d prefer she works from home.  
 

146. I’m fine with a blended option IF the virus isn’t raging as it is today. If it isn’t 
then starting with a blended option monitoring the virus to eventually open with 
full class days would be fine. But only if the virus has died down. No need to rush 
into something that we’re unsure about when people’s lives could be at risk.  

 
147. We do not feel as though it is safe in any way for the students to return to 

campus with the continuing rise of Covid. Even though wearing masks are an 
option, it is extremely unrealistic to think the students will wear them all day as 
the masks are horribly uncomfortable. We also cannot see how taking time to 
constantly sanitizing would not hinder or be productive to both learning and 
teaching. The ONLY way for our kids to be safe (which in turn keeps family 
members safe) is for the kids to stay OFF campus and remain home while 
distance learning. We have seen the result of Greg Abbott's attempt at slowly 
reopening the state. That result has been unprecedented increase of cases in 
both Travis and Hays county. We feel as though the result would be the same for 
the SMA campus. For as much as I would love my child to be on campus with 
her friends, teachers, and activities, this is not the time bring them back to 
school. 

 
148. Student, faculty, and staff safety is most important. Many may have family 

members who are immune compromised. Remote online classes with block 
scheduling seemed to work best in the Spring.  
 

149. "Parents working full time with no childcare options for school age children 
and even if there were other options for childcare it would still be at a facility 
which would be identical risk to being in a classroom. But restricting them to a 
classroom with no outside interaction or any punishment for lack of social 
distancing when they’ve been stuck at home for months is also unacceptable. " 

 
150. "Transparency is the absolute most important thing. As parents we need to be 

able to trust that we are being told everything. If there is even one case, we need 
to know immediately..  

 
151. We need the option of doing distance learning on core subjects set in place in 

case things go badly & we feel we need to learn from home.  
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152. We need it to be a safe environment where safety precautions are not 
politicized and there is an absolute ZERO TOLERANCE for bullying kids that do 
or don’t wear a mask (if you choose not to make it mandatory). The bullying and 
confrontational behavior over the wearing of masks is reprehensible and has no 
place in a civilized, intelligent society.  

 
153. Everything has to be monitored. Student hand sanitation has to be watched 

over.  Everything needs to be cleaned continuously. It is a lot of work and if the 
school isn’t fully ready to take that on then students should not be back on 
campus." 

 
154. Catching up lost grounds due to the disruption last session 

 
155. The distance learning and being separated from their friends was hard.  I 

would like to see them be able to be on campus if possible.  I think they need the 
one on one with teachers to get the most out of the classes.  They still need to 
live their lives.  Maybe with masks in certain situations.  Lots of hand washing, 
sanitizer and fresh air time. 

 
156. "SMA should do everything in its power to reduce risk of Covid-19 to all 

faculty, student and staff, which I am sure will be done.  SMA needs to insure 
proper staffing at the Health Center such that any infection can be dealt with 
quickly and effectively.  As a part of the CDAP plan, SMA should look for ways to 
expedite student vaccinations as soon as possible after release of a vaccine. 
Additionally, to maintain round the clock social distancing, SMA should allow only 
one boarding student per dorm room, if facilities permit.  Also, seating per table in 
the cafeteria should be reduced.  Due to small class sizes, physical distancing in 
the classroom should not be a major issue." 

 
157. Football is not cancelled. thank you  

 
158. "Options I’ve seen other schools considering would be students in two 

cohorts.  They would be with their smaller cohort. Either split with one week in 
class and one week home allowing for the weekend between for cleaning. Or one 
cohort attend Monday Tuesday and the other cohort attend Thursday Friday. 
That would allow for cleaning on Wednesday  

 
159. Masks have to be mandatory. Kids are resilient. They will learn about mask 

hygiene just like they do washing hands or using a tissue for their noses. It’s not 
perfect but we have to keep kids teachers and administrators safe " 
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160. "--Sanitation of the restrooms, locker rooms, door handles and light switches 
should be considered throughout the day. (Wiping down shared spaces/materials 
as mentioned in the school letter) Limiting the number of children in a bathroom 
at the same time should be considered. And making sure kids wash their hands 
just before eating is very important.  
--Also, the setup and distribution of lunch is a concern. Perhaps individual 
lunches should be distributed for the time being. 
--Athletics should remain outside or in a space accommodating for social 
distancing requirements. 
--Classrooms setup should facilitate distancing and ventilation of classrooms is 
important.  
-- Contact tracing will need to be considered to contain any outbreaks. Maybe 
consider restricting interactions between classes... entering and leaving chapel 
services one class at a time. Also, restricting entry & exit points (Ex. Multiple 
entry points may make it difficult to track temps, etc)" 

 
161. "These considerations are for when children return to classes on campus 

(hopefully not starting this fall): 
1. As much as is reasonably possible, develop a plan and means for contact 
tracing. This could be done by pre-determined movements that help limit 
exposure/cross-contamination, such as, Enter and Exit only doors (no two-way 
doors). Knowing what classes are where throughout the day and tracking this will 
aid when (not if) someone contracts the virus. 
2. Food service should limit exposure as much as possible (such as pre-wrapped 
lunches in containers that can be sanitized on the outside before distributing). 
3. All classes (especially those with higher touch and vocal projection) should be 
conducted with social distancing (including helpful markings as guides to 
students) and special air ventilation. 
4. Strictly limit bathroom and locker room usage and clean between use as much 
as is reasonably possible. 
5. Athletics should remain outside with social distancing markings for spectators. 
Thank you for this survey and your commitment to excellence and safety!" 

 
162. If children aren't going to return to Campus, tuition should not be the same, 

unless the children will attend online during the whole school day.  
 

163. Dining hall and cleanliness between lunches especially the salad bar where 
every student uses the tongues to serve themselves. 
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164. Socialization with other people.  I also think it is important to show that we 
trust in God and to not live in fear.  It is ok to be prepared and to be wise in the 
decisions but we cannot let fear rule us. 

 
165. Most important is to keep the school year as close to normal as possible 

using the sanitation and health check systems mentioned.  
 

166. I would really like to see the kids stay in school as much as possible this year. 
Trying to keep a structured schedule will be very beneficial for the kids especially 
in the lower school. I definitely think we need to take the precautions of lots of 
hand washing, taking temps, cleaning thoroughly and hopefully that will help 
combat the spread of this virus. With SMA being a smaller school I'm hoping we 
can minimize Covid and not have to shut down for months. We would be happy 
to have a hybrid situation as well of in class/in person if needed. If we have to go 
to complete distance learning for a little while I would like to see more lessons 
taught by the teachers. I would like to be able to pack my child's lunch for their 
health and nutrition and I see this as a benefit to limit possible exposure to Covid. 
We understand the benefit in wearing masks, but also think it may be counter 
productive for small children that are constantly touching their faces. 

 
167. I think it is important that Children go back to school and have a physical 

presence in the classroom.  Virtual classes are not as effective, and kids miss out 
significantly on social interaction.  It is very important to us that the kids have 
some sort of "on site" training.  Perhaps you can do a hybrid with several days 
on-site, and  some days virtual.  I am not overly concerned about the COVID.  I 
want to avoid it and be smart, but not hide away from the world completely. 

 
168. I would like all students to get back to as much of a normal environment as 

possible.  
 

169. The Health and Safety of our Students and Staff should be our number one 
priority and focus.  Considerations must be taken since the virus heavily attacks 
those persons with immunodeficiency. We also know the older a person is, the 
higher risk of complications. And we are facing a virus never seen before on how 
it works, nobody is an expert on this pandemic/virus, the challenge is enormous, 
the decisions are tough, and no right or wrong decisions/answers at this moment. 
But the school will be judged in the long run on how these actions/processed is 
carried out, therefore we must proceed cautiously, with a specific and clear 
procedure.  You should stipulate having a secondary plan/process in case things 
get out of hand quickly; meaning infections can occur and we must step back. It 
is very real that infections could happen, and those infected will need to isolate 
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and you will need to contact those close to the person/student, isolate them too, 
and so on, and on.  There is no perfect plan for the present situation, but as a 
Parent, I am willing to work with you if the process and everyone in your staff is 
serious about following procedure. I will await on your proposed plan and 
procedures once you analyze the results of the survey. Thanks for your 
continued efforts in Educating our children.  

 
170. I think splitting days up, to cut down on the number of students in class at a 

time, would be great. Maybe some kids go 3 days one week, the next week 2 
days, and do on line studies at home. 

 
171. "Students separated by six feet in classrooms and lunchrooms.  

 
172. This is so horribly sad.  " 

 
173. If SMA goes to online learning only, my child will not be attending since we 

can do similar using home schooling for significantly less money.  I would be 
happy with 4 days a week with Friday off like some of the other private schools in 
town do though. 

 
174. Random drug testing 

 
175. Flexibility, communications and plans 

 
176. Students need normalcy during a time like this. Having two full time working 

parents home schooling is not an option for this family.  
 

177. Transparent communication and contact tracing.   
 

178. "More clear communication. It would be nice to hear of things that are being 
cut from the school instead of through parents. During these trying times more 
communication is better so that informed decisions can be made.  

 
179. My considerations are balancing not only the learning but the emotional well 

being. Online learning is OK but in my opinion not as effective as in person 
learning. I realize online learning will likely be improved to close the gaps. The 
emotional well being is a gap which cannot be closed by online learning. The in 
person interactions with peers and teachers is an just as important to the mental 
health and development as is the actual learning. How to balance the needs 
while being safe against this unseen enemy is a true challenge for everyone. It is 
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a struggle we all face striking the right balance with the risk we take in the pursuit 
of having an enjoyable life.  

 
180. Limited students 10 or less in class, lots of sanitizing. No cafeteria, use sack 

style lunch or to-go containers, possibly in room. Limited access to other adults. 
Outside recess and PE. 

 
181. Small class size 12 or less, rotate teachers not children and limit outside 

adults from entering building.  Clean often, have a santizer company come at 
least monthly and have automatic temperature check scan at the door. No 
cafeteria buffet service, that does not seem sanitary. Keep outdoor recess and 
PE please, with guidelines. Small kids can't keep masks on. Teachers may not 
feel comfortable with them either. Have a small cleared list of substitute teachers.  

 
182. I am concerned about the teacher/ratio.  The more students in a classroom, 

the more protocols and procedures the teacher will need to mediate to keep 
students safe.  1/18 ratio means 36 hands+. To manage such ratio, the teacher 
will need to address issues as they develop to keep safety fluid, which takes 
away from instructional time.  I recommend smaller classes with enough 
separation among students, adopting explicit behavior expectations and clear 
procedures.  Students will adapt to new learning environment by setting realistic 
norms that draw students into the process of creating safe spaces.  The smaller 
the group, the more the situation can be turned into a learning experience that 
students can partake into, hold buy-in, and demonstrate accountability. Small 
groups allow for students to be part of the solutions. 

 
183. I am very concerned about physical distancing while students are in 

attendance on campus. I am also concerned about air filtration in closed rooms 
and environments. 

 
184. I am torn between the choice of online vs in the classroom.  I am concerned 

with kids being exposed at home by parents and others they may come in 
contact with and then entering a school building.  Even though the school will put 
measures in place to control what can be controlled within the building, in my 
opinion there are still so many uncontrollable factors. ( Students go home, 
parents go to work and are around 50 or 60 people, those people are around 
others, etc.)  I would want all students temperatures taken at the door each day, 
but the problem with that is that someone could come down with a fever in the 
middle of the day.  I would want the classroom sanitized after each class.  Desks 
would need to be wiped down, Lysol sprayed in rooms between classes,  no 
sharing of objects, and masks to be worn at all times.  I would want my children 
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to have hand sanitizer at all times.  My concerns with online learning is the 
students still miss out on so much.  Also, I am concerned that many parents will 
not be able to monitor students like they were able to do the last weeks of school. 
Parents have gone back to work now and may or may not be home to monitor. 
This would be more of a concern with the smaller children, but also with students 
that need extra support.  

 
185. I do not want corona virus so we should have it as a choice like canyon 

Highschool might possibly do 
 

186. To do distance learning 
 

187. I have concerns about community spread within the buildings and 
student/staff populations. The airborne spread of virus particles within 15 ft is 
plausible and I do not see how this could be prevented when working in the 
classroom or in group activities. Recent reports provided to the public have 
suggested that herd immunity is not likely and should not be relied upon. The 
upswing of confirmed cases within the state and local communities is of concern. 
I am uncertain of the practicality for staff and teachers to monitor student 
compliance with face covering use and still be able to effectively meet their 
course instruction and learning objectives. Currently, I do not think a return to 
school for students that are immunocompromised or who have family members 
that are immunocompromised is wise. Perhaps, a plan to provide distance 
learning through the fall semester could be consider, with continual monitoring of 
the situation for the spring semester.  

 
188. I think no sharing of food or personal items/supplies. And requiring kids to 

carry personal hand sanitizer.  
 

189. My child has asthma so protecting her from exposure is of the utmost 
importance to us. While distance learning doesn’t offer the same levels of 
instruction as face to face I am not comfortable with her returning to the 
classroom given the current state of the virus. I don’t see how we can keep the 
Lower School kids socially distanced especially given the classroom sizes and 
proposed number of students per class.  

 
190. Nothing else, that’s all, just make sure everyone is safe 

 
191. I want a return to normal human interaction.  I do not want my child living in 

fear and being acclimated to being told they have to suffocate themselves just to 
be around other people.   There's plenty of data that suggests increased co2 
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(hypercapnia) and decreased o2 (hypoxia) caused by restricted ventilation (i.e., 
masks) leads to decreased mental function.  CO2 in amounts as small as 1% of 
air volume can cause drowsiness.  Higher levels cause increased blood 
pressure, heart-rate, headaches, and even unconsciousness in extreme cases. 
None of this is conducive to a learning environment, not to mention the health of 
the teachers or their ability to be heard through a mask.  

 
192. How will lunch be handled? What about physical education, locker room, 

close contact sports, etc? How will use of bathrooms be handled? Is it possible to 
have students come on different days of the week so campus is not at capacity 
on any one day. While I am concerned for the students (and staff/faculty) safety, I 
do not think the education is as strong when done entirely online. A hybrid option 
with some in person classes and some online could be best option. Classrooms 
and buildings could be a reduced capacity potentially in this manner. If the 
academy goes with any sort of online option, I strongly recommend the 
standardized use of virtual platforms be instituted. For example, the use of 
google classroom, Zoom, etc was very confusing b/c we never quite knew for 
each class what our child was to be doing. If going online, be consistent and 
standardize use of one platform (Zoom OR Google Classroom, but not both). 
Also, if using Zoom for example (which in my opinion is best), have standard 
Zoom link for each class every day. We had repeated problems with Zoom links 
changing and students logging into wrong zoom link before class and then 
missing class. Zoom is very powerful platform and through use of chat, breakout 
rooms, whiteboard, sharing screen for slides and video, etc. Online can work but 
strongly recommend training for all faculty and students/parents to better 
facilitate distance learning. Please know that this is not criticism of what 
happened in Spring 2020. I fully recognize that faculty and students had to learn 
these things overnight and I applaud the effort of the faculty and staff in the 
transition to online teaching.  

 
193. We will have a first grader and a 9th grader attending SMA.  I’m not sure on 

how well the first grader will be in complying to wear his mask all day. I strongly 
feel a hybrid program works best for our family with attendance in core subjects.  

 
194. This will be our first year at SMA, and doing it online only will not only be 

difficult but also confusing, as we won't know anyone (including the teachers), or 
the system utilized for online learning. I fear our kids falling farther behind if we 
don't go to the school building at least part of the time. Having said that, I know 
the new Lower School isn't finished yet, and there is not a lot of space in the 
current one. We, as the parents, just want to be assured that everyone will be 
wearing a mask, since some places aren't enforcing that. 
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195. Online learning is our least favorite option. This will be our kids first year at 

SMA, and not being able to meet other kids, meet the teachers, or even have an 
idea how the online system works is daunting and a bit overwhelming. I want to 
be assured that everyone will wear masks, because even with all the current 
mandates, we know not everyone is doing it. We chose SMA for the wide variety 
of experiences our kids would have, and even if we have to do it in a hybrid form, 
we want them to have time on campus. 

 
196. Creating a balance of safety and social development around others. 

Enforcing no sick children or staff are allowed at school at any time.   Creating 
structure to ensure students are washing hands and following health practices. 
They are kids!!!  Socializing the kids while maintaining recommended distance.  

 
197. My children NEED in person classes. They need academic support that 

cannot be done at home. Distance learning was a huge failure for us in the 
Spring.  

 
198. I really want our kids back in school....temperature checks and lots of hand 

washing throughout the day is key. Thank you for doing this survey! 
 

199. Masking for 8-9 hours a day is not ok for children or teenagers considering 
that they’re more likely to die from a lightning strike than Covid. In addition, if they 
DO contract Covid, the viral load will be increased by mask wearing and become 
more dangerous for them. If there is any distance learning involved please 
consider that there are many in the country who are not able to stream on-line 
instruction in an effective manner. 

 
200. My child is eager to return to classes at SMA.  In the event distance learning 

is the direction taken, she has asked not to be enrolled at SMA and would prefer 
to "homeschool" through a local co-op.  She felt she did not benefit from distance 
learning, it caused stress and anxiety for her when she didn't understand how to 
complete an assignment or had questions about a math problem, etc.     I am not 
interested in paying for private school and my children be at home for distance 
learning.  I am confident SMA will be a safe and healthy learning environment for 
my children! 

 
201. My child is in the accommodated learning program at SMA & did not do well 

with distance learning.  For mine and my Childs sanity and mental health, 
distance learning is not an option for us.  

 

36 
Reopening Survey Parent/Student 2020 



202. Recently Leander ISD as well as AISD announced they will be doing either 
100% in person or 100% online classes and the parents pick which one they feel 
most comfortable with. They also left the face mask decision up to the governor. I 
think the hybrid model will be a huge failure and so hard on the kids! If 100% in 
person classes don’t resume then we will be leaving the school. 

 
203. Everyone will eventually be exposed. Hays County has sufficient reserve 

health facilities and few (20) hospitalizations. There are treatments that are 
effective. 

 
204. It is really important to me that Im able to work and have the kids attend 

school. I'm not concerned at all about the Corona virus. I dont want the kids to 
worry about masks or live in fear. Too much hand sanitizer weakens our immune 
system. Athletes is super important to my children. I want them to have a normal 
school year. 

 
205. I want to know the procedures, in detail, when a student, family member, 

teacher, caffeteria worker, janitor or other staff member gets COVID.  For 
example, if a teacher gets COVID, I believe the entire class should go to distance 
learning for two weeks. Upon return, a substitute teacher is in place until the 
teacher has fully recovered (symptom free, without the help of medicine, for 72 
hours).  I believe this should be the case if a student is sick as well.  Students 
should provide a doctor's note.  
If however a family member learns they have been EXPOSED to COVID, their 
child/children should be removed for two weeks.  If that person never gets sick, 
the kids can return after two weeks.  If the parent does get sick, the kids and 
teacher should remain home until EVERYONE in the house who may get signs 
of COVID is symptom free, without the help of medicine, for 72 hours).  
 
All non-teaching staff members, should they test positive or learn they've been 
exposed to someone in the past 14 days who tested positive, should stay home 
for 14 days.  Any spaces they work or worked in should be deep cleaned by 
janitorial staff members that evening, and perhaps quarantine that room for 1 or 2 
days, too.  If it's a caffeteria worker, similarly, deep clean the space. 
 
While SMA, as an employer, is limited to what they are allowed to ask staff 
members about their illness, there should be a general request (not requirement) 
that staff members (and students/families for that matter) keep the school 
updated of their healing process.  For example, they need to say when their 
symptoms stopped. 
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As for library books, I think only one class per 5-day week should be allowed into 
the library.  This limits exposure from group to group, and allows sanitzation of 
the library.  For the classes, however, perhaps the librarian can bring a selection 
of books to the classroom on a cart, then sanitize the books after he/she leaves. 
This allows kids (especially in the lower grades) to still experience the joy of 
picking out books you enjoy, but without much exposure to the germs of 
everyone who passes through the school. Similar recommendation for sports 
equipment.  

 
206. Many of us need this time away from our children to make a living.  I feel it is 

really important we get them back to school.  
 

207. Most important to me is that kids are in school with the understanding that 
parents should withhold kids from class with any Covid symptoms, even if that 
means increasing the amount of excused absences. 
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